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indemnified for so many sacrifices and that a buffer state guard
them forever from the dangers of a new invasion.4
The rule of might as an excuse for sovereignty was
there affirmed. Since he had conquered and was still in
possession of Poland, his reluctant Allies did not contest
his claim too vigorously, although the principle it invoked
was the most dangerous of all for Europe. It was not sur-
prising, therefore, that Nesselrode, seeing his master in
such a frame of mind, voted for the resolutions of Sep-
tember 22, dragging along with him Metternich, Harden-
berg, and Humboldt, over the reservations of Castlereagh.
This suited Alexander's purpose with regard to conquered
Poland.
But to the question of Poland was allied the problem
of Saxony. In order to obtain Poland, Alexander had
promised the Kingdom of Saxony to Prussia in exchange
for that part of Poland which had formerly belonged to
Prussia. Saxony, alone among the small German states
which had supported Napoleon, had remained faithful to
him until the bitter end. When the Congress convened,
she was still occupied by allied troops, and her King was
almost a prisoner. But, according to the law of nations,
it was necessary to obtain the King's consent to the trans-
fer of his sovereignty to Prussia. And what if he should
refuse it? The Instructions of Louis XVIII to his plenipo-
tentiaries peremptorily ordered them to demand the preser-
vation of the King of Saxony and his kingdom.5 In short,
the law of nations was becoming a real threat to the Czar's
plans for Poland. Alexander, in one of his abrupt changes,
decided that he would resort to threats and even to vio-
lence, in the true Napoleonic manner, if his wishes with
regard to Poland were not met in Vienna. The law of na-
tions, which he had wanted to revive as far back as 1804
and which he had invoked in Paris before the peace treaty,
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